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INTRODUCTION
Oral histories represent the recollections and opinions of theperson interviewed, and not the official position of MORS.
Omissions and errors in fact are corrected when possible, but ev-
ery effort has been made to present Vice Admiral Route’s own
words.
Vice Admiral Ronald A. Route was President of the
Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) from 2013 through 2019.
Vice Admiral Route’s assignments also included President,
NavalWar College; Commander, NavyWarfare Development
Command; and theNaval InspectorGeneral. He earned amas-
ter’s degree in operations research (OR) fromNPS in 1976. Vice
Admiral Route served on the MORS Board of Directors from
1987 to 1988 and has been a long-standing supporter ofMORS;
most recently, he was the keynote speaker at the 86th MORS
Symposium (MORSS). This interview was conducted by Dr.
Brown and Captain Kline on January 28, 2020, at Vice Admiral
Route’s home in Pacific Grove, California, with Dr. Sheldon
joining via telephone.
MORS ORAL HISTORY
Interview with Vice Admiral Ronald A. Route; Dr. Jerry
Brown, Captain Jeff Kline, and Dr. Bob Sheldon, FS,
interviewers.
Bob Sheldon: Jeff and Jerry have the benefit of being in
your home, but could you give me a brief synopsis of what
they're seeing there on your “bridge”?
Ron Route: First of all, we’re seeing lots of water. We are
right on the water’s edge of Monterey Bay. I have probably
a 180-degree view of the water here. If you look all the way
to the left, you can almost see where the Pacific Ocean
starts. We have a good view of Moss Landing, Seaside,
Marina, and a good part of the harbor of Monterey. It’s like
going back to sea here.
In this room, I have various shelves with books and
memorabilia. I just gave Jerry the copies I have of the old
Operations Evaluation Group report on search and screen-
ing, which was given to me at the Naval Underwater
Systems Center in Newport. I worked there on my NPS OR
experience tour in 1975 with an analyst named Jim Kelly.
He had that on his bookshelf, and he couldn’t understand
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why I thought it was a big deal when he gave it to me. My thesis is here too. I have a couple of
MORS memorabilia here. The plaques. I was the keynote speaker for the 75th MORSS in June
2007. And a MORS plaque from the 86th MORSS in 2018, also for keynote speaker.
I’ve got a painting of my first ship hanging up on the wall here. I’ve got a big model of the USS
Constitution, which was given to me by the Naval War College staff when I left there. I have my
NPS diploma. I have a little clock and plaque that the human resources folks gave me—“time is
ticking away.” Up there is a picture of a Soviet Foxtrot-class submarine. I was an antisubmarine
warfare (ASW) officer on a destroyer in the Mediterranean. We made contact on a submarine and
stuck with it throughout one whole night. We got P-3 support that helped us stay on top of him
and surface the guy. Then we had the distinct pleasure of accompanying the submarine wherever
he was going until Commander 6th Fleet decided to call us off. The sub actually transited at six
knots for about three days to Alexandria, Egypt. And that’s where they finally decided we could
break off.
When the Secretary of the Navy (SECNAV) presided over Vice Admiral Rondeau’s and my
change of command here last year, he surprised me at the end of the ceremony with this gold re-
cord of Steppenwolf’s Born to Be Wild. [Laughing] SECNAV had coordinated with our ceremonial
band and they broke into their version of Born to Be Wild. He knew this was my break-away song
on a couple of my ships. It was also my “get off the stage” song when I was the Navy Inspector
General (IG). Back here are pictures of sailors and ships and Navy airplanes.
Jeff Kline: Bob, do you know what a break-away song is?
Bob Sheldon: No. What is it?
Ron Route: When your ship goes alongside an underway replenishment ship, to get oil and fuel
and stores, you pass things back and forth across a couple of cables between ships. And then
when it’s all done, you break away: you throw off the lines, you kick in top speed and generate a
huge wake. And my ship would blare out “Get your motor runnin’ . . . Born to Be Wild” on her
topside speakers.
Jeff Kline: You’ve got some memorabilia from your battle group. You’ve got an F-4 Phantom
model here too.
Ron Route: I had some good luck as a midshipman. Second class summer at Naval Air Station,
Oceana, Virginia, I flew with the fighter squadron VF-84. That F-4 took me over the Chesapeake
Bay, breaking the sound barrier, hopefully to be heard in Annapolis! Then when we went to first
class cruise, our senior cruise, the carrier was in the Mediterranean Sea and the same squadron
was on board the carrier. The guys put me in the airplane for a catapult launch and breaking the
sound barrier, some low-levels over Italy, and then back to the ship for a three-wire trap (aircraft
arresting gear). I wasn’t the pilot, but I broke the sound barrier twice in an F-4 that was painted
just like this model here.
And behind this airplane is a wooden plaque in the shape of a carrier flight deck, which is what
the George Washington officers gave me as a departure present from my time as Strike Group
Commander there.
Bob Sheldon: Let’s get to your personal history. First of all, can you give us your parents’ names
and tell us where you grew up?
Ron Route: My dad was Ray Route and my mom was Neala Route. I grew up in Denver,
Colorado. My dad was an Army Air Corps enlisted man in World War II. He spent a lot of time on
Saipan. He was involved with maintenance of the gun turrets of the B-29. I’ll fast-forward quickly.
When I had command of the cruiser Lake Erie, as we were coming back from WESTPAC deploy-
ment, we stopped in Guam and brought our tigers—those were our sons and dads and male rela-
tives—brought them on board the ship. My dad flew out to Guam along with my son. And as we
were leaving Guam, I took a little detour and drove up off the coast of Saipan, where through the
“big eyes,” the high-powered binoculars on the ship, he was able to look at what had happened
since he had been there. There is a big international airport there now, and it had all changed. It
was kind of neat to put Saipan in the ship’s wake and drive to Pearl Harbor. He kind of liked that.
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After World War II, he went to work for the Western Electric Company—part of the Bell System
then. He was called up again when the Korean War began and ended up at Lowry Air Force Base
in Denver managing the food service operation. I remember going to the mess hall with him with
the metal plates and getting cookies and snacks. I guess that was my first introduction to the mili-
tary. He later became very active in the Civil Air Patrol. He was the senior mentor for a squadron
in Denver and those high school guys ended up being my babysitters when I was very young. So
you can see this military influence early on.
Bob Sheldon: Where did you go to school in Denver—grade school and junior high and high
school?
Ron Route: I went to Columbian Elementary School; that was in north Denver. I went to Skinner
Junior High School; that’s also in north Denver. Then we moved to Wheat Ridge, a western suburb
of Denver, and I went to Wheat Ridge Junior High and Wheat Ridge High School.
Bob Sheldon: What were your favorite courses in high school? Did you participate in any
athletics?
Ron Route: I did a lot of pick-up basketball in my driveway. That was the extent of my athletics.
I was really into, not so much mathematics, but science. Biology, physics. I was lucky that we had
a physics teacher there who took several of us two years beyond what was required. So I got
Physics II and I got Physics III. So I validated the first two physics courses at the Naval Academy. I
didn’t know it at the time, but we were doing a very intuitive approach to calculus. We did not do
calculus, but we did it piecewise. It wasn't until my Naval Academy days that I realized what he
was trying to teach us. I was also very much into music. I played trumpet since I was in the second
grade. Wheat Ridge had a terrific symphonic band. That’s where I met my wife. Her family moved
from University Park, Maryland, to Wheat Ridge when we were in high school. She played the
flute, and she still does. Even today, she helps run the Del Monte Brass here for the volunteer NPS
music organization. In high school I started a rock group; because I was a trumpet player, it was a
Tijuana Brass kind of thing. We covered the Tijuana Brass music, but I arranged a number of con-
temporary songs that we were listening to those days. One of the first songs that I arranged for my
little band was California Dreamin’. Now we’re living it! [Laughing] Our governor then in Colorado,
John Love, was up for reelection and he talked to our high school band teacher who recommended
us to be his campaign band. So we traveled throughout Colorado the summer before my senior
year.
Bob Sheldon: Your dad was Air Force, so how did you end up in the Navy?
Ron Route: In 1957, when the Soviets launched Sputnik and we had started the space program
in the United States, I was convinced as a young nine-year-old that I wanted to be an astronaut.
They were building the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, so from time to time we’d drive
down there to see how it was going and go to the planetarium. Because of that and my dad’s mili-
tary background, I really wanted to go into the Air Force. That's what I thought I wanted to do. So
when my senator called to say he had an appointment, it was to Annapolis. “Did I want it?” It was
not a choice. [Laughing] I knew that they flew airplanes in the Navy and that's what I planned to
do. As I said, during cruises, I took every chance I could to do more. I had a professor at the Naval
Academy who was an A-6 pilot in Vietnam. His name is Gordon Nakagawa. You guys probably
know him. He was an operations research (OR) kind of guy. He helped push me along and
encouraged me. I started at the Naval Academy in June 1967 and graduated in June 1971. I played
in the Drum & Bugle Corps there all four years. I was the Commander of the Drum & Bugle Corps
my senior year. We did all the half-time stuff. We marched in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade. We went to a number of Navy away games. We played the half-time show in the famous
Michigan Stadium with 106,000 people. We went to South Bend, Indiana, a number of times to
Notre Dame. So that was the extra-curricular. Just a very short anecdote. When I reported to the
Naval Academy, I had validated the foreign language requirement. I had taken Spanish for four
years in high school and junior high. As I was standing in line, doing all the induction stuff, they
convinced me that I really ought to take Russian. I got my first report card in December that first
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year, and to my surprise, it had listed my major as Russian. [Laughing] There was no way I was
going to be a Russian major, although there were good reasons to do that. I was still very much
interested in math. I thought I was going to do some physics there. I forget exactly how I got into
it, but systems engineering was my major. And it’s pretty darned close to OR, even then. For those
formative years, all those years, I thought that physics was life itself. If you understood physics,
you understood what was going on. I came to find out later that it really was OR that was life.
Jerry Brown: I forgot to ask when you got married and about your kids.
Ron Route: My wife Kip and I were married in June 1971. Our families came to graduation at the
Naval Academy and we had the opportunity to have our wedding in the school chapel that night.
As I like to say, “I was a free man for about eight hours.” [Laughing] We have one son. He’s 36
years old now. He enjoyed the Navy life, but he especially loved being in Pearl Harbor when I was
commanding officer (CO) of the cruiser. The neighborhood there was like the 1950s—kids were
out running in the neighborhood having a good time year round. Not locking any doors. We just
spent a week in Hawaii over Christmas and went back and the neighborhood had not changed
that much. Of course, we reminisced a bit!
More about James. He excelled very much in mathematics and the technical fields in school. He
went to Georgia Tech in computer science and got his degree there. Then he went to work for
Booz Allen in Washington, and they were doing contract work for a civilian agency there.
Eventually, he went to work for the agency. While he was working, he did a distance learning
master’s degree at Berkeley in computer science, and just three years ago got accepted into
Carnegie Mellon in their computer science PhD program. Artificial intelligence, quantum comput-
ing, and that kind of thing. He’s doing some great analysis that I think the agency appreciates.
Jeff Kline: Is he musically talented too?
Ron Route: Yes. He played trumpet.
Jeff Kline: There’s a strong correlation in your family between physics and mathematics and
music.
Ron Route: Exactly.
Jeff Kline: You graduated from the Academy and then . . .?
Ron Route: My first ship was the USS Barry (DD-933). There’s a painting of her on the wall here.
She was homeported in Newport, Rhode Island. I was the ASW officer on board that ship. The
Fleet was totally entrenched in Newport then. We had the two-star, we had two or three destroyer
squadrons, a bunch of underway replenishment ships, and we had the Naval Underwater Systems
Center (NUSC), which is now called the Naval Undersea Warfare Center. Up the hill from the
piers is where NUSC was. Every quarter they would do a briefing for sailors who were interested
in the undersea domain. That’s why later at NPS, when we had a chance to do an experience tour,
that’s where I wanted to go.
I went to sea on Barry. In Newport, it turned out that she was doing local ops for a couple
months and then went into the shipyard in Boston in the middle of the winter. This delayed me
getting into flight school. So I had asked my skipper if I’d be allowed to stay aboard the ship lon-
ger so I could go back to sea and get the quals. That ship, while I was in shipyard, sent me to ASW
Officers School in Key West, Florida. So here are Kip and I in Key West in the middle of winter,
while the ship wintered in Boston Naval Shipyard. While we were at Key West, we got the word
that the ship was shifting its home port. Admiral Zumwalt had initiated a new overseas home-
porting plan, and our ship was one of the ones that went to Athens that fall. So I got extended on
the ship. I got some great training in ASW and then we ended up being forward deployed in the
Med. It was like a dream. You couldn’t get better circumstances. We were operational, doing real
operations—like surfacing that submarine. We were living overseas. And then in Athens I got
orders to the Postgraduate School.
Jeff Kline: How did the fact that you didn’t go to flight school come about? Did you learn that
flying wasn’t where you wanted to be after you chased submarines?
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Ron Route: Yes. And, by the way, over the course of a couple years before NPS, I went from
wanting to fly F-4s, to wanting to fly A-6s, thanks to Gordon Nakagawa, to wanting to fly P-3s,
because of the ASW work I had been doing. With the opportunity to go to graduate school, I took
it and didn’t look back.
Jeff Kline: Why did you select OR to study at NPS, or did it pick you?
Ron Route: The school had recently stood up the undersea warfare curriculum. That’s what I
had signed up for. When I got to Monterey, the school had changed my curriculum to OR. One of
those great decisions. It turned out perfectly. I learned that for ASW, OR is a terrific place to be.
Jeff Kline: Did you have people like Al Washburn as an instructor, the guy who wrote the book
on detection? How is what you learned in the NPS OR curriculum enhanced or is it different from
what you learned in ASW school in Key West?
Ron Route: First of all, I learned the sonar equation much better than I ever did before. That was
really part of my thesis. It’s what drove me to do ASW kinds of things. My NPS thesis research,
search and screening, ASW, is really pure OR. And, of course, so is anti-air warfare and all the
other warfare areas we have. Wayne Hughes has so eloquently reminded us of this in his books.
My thesis was really thousands of simulations of ASW encounters. I worked with NUSC, Jim
Kelly, on exercise reconstruction. He was not convinced that we were using all the data available.
We were making estimates on sonar performance. He had done some research in reliability theory
and medicine, on the morbidity rate, heart attack rates. There were two researchers, Kaplan and
Meier, who developed the product limit estimate. What they did was to take morbidity data and
include in that group the deaths that had occurred NOT due to heart attacks. But we knew that
this guy had lived this long. So how do you incorporate at least that length into the rest of the data
that you have? It was the same thing; Jim Kelly had figured this out. When you are doing interac-
tions with the submarines, if the conditions are such that you don’t get a contact, but you do know
from the reconstruction just how close that submarine got, that was a data point that you knew,
that censored data. So we knew that the detection range was something less than that closest dis-
tance from the sub. So what I did was to assume sonar detection probability distributions and then
generate scenarios and simulations for those interactions between the ship and the submarine, and
reverse apply the Kaplan-Meier estimate and see what it did in terms of how close it came to tell-
ing us what that distribution was. As it turns out, it was a much better predictor of what the distri-
bution was than using just the data that did not include the missed detection opportunities.
Jerry Brown: Ron, you might not know this, but your thesis is the only one referenced by Al
Washburn in his famous book on antisubmarine warfare and search. I’m looking at a copy of your
thesis here: “An Investigation of the Applicability of the Product Limit Estimate to the Statistical
Analysis of Sonar Detection Distributions, 1976.” This thesis is signed by three lions of OR: Donald
Gaver, our OR Chair David Schrady, and Jack Borsting. How’s that for choosing a great group of
advisors?
Ron Route: It was a great time to be an OR student! My diploma is signed by Jack Borsting,
Provost at the time. When I was President of NPS, he was on the Board of Advisors, and when he
would come to our house, he would always go check to admire it on the wall. [Laughing]
After NPS—this is a message that I think is important. I joined the Navy thinking I was going to
do my time and then get out. So I did my required time for the Naval Academy, and I came here
and had new obligated service and I still was going to get out of the Navy when I could, so I could
put my OR degree to work. We were all concerned—students are still concerned today—about
“When do I get my payback tour?” “Will I forget everything before I get there?” The Navy had a
rule not long ago and for a long while that your payback tour didn’t count unless it was within
your first or second tour after you had graduated from here. Well, I had three tours before I did
my first payback tour. I was the department head on a frigate. I was flag lieutenant for a group
commander on the East Coast. And then there was a guided missile cruiser in port who had cho-
sen me for a department head. That community was more important than anything. I wanted to
get in the missile business. I had good leaders in all three of those jobs. When I finally did my
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payback tour on the Joint Staff, I think I was much better prepared for what we needed to do and
along the way, I realized, with OR every tour is a payback tour!
Jeff Kline: Let’s go to your department head tour, because an often quoted phrase from Navy
officers with an OR degree is “You don’t just do OR in your payback tour.” Fast-forward here
many years. You told me, when you were President of the Naval War College, you applied OR in
every one of your tours. Immediately after NPS graduation, with a background in ASW and OR,
how much of that knowledge did you use in in your department head tours on a frigate and
cruiser?
Ron Route: The frigate that I was on, USS Roark, deployed to WESTPAC. I’ve got some of my
textbooks right here. I took them with me, and a couple of times a week, I would take my junior
officers and go through and do an exercise. We had a probability and statistics course that NPS
offered. I actually mentored that course on board my ship. And I’m very proud to say that one of
my division officers and one of my fellow department heads subsequently came to NPS in OR.
They both had very successful careers in the Navy. When NPS President, I talked about this in my
graduation remarks and the more informal time I had with the students. First of all, again empha-
sizing every single tour is a payback. And if you ask me how often I used my OR education, the
answer is, “Every single day.” If you’re worried about forgetting stuff, you have the opportunity
to join professional organizations like MORS. I use that term when I was talking to them. You can
subscribe to the Journal of the American Statistical Association, which I did. Many of them are doing
research into these pubs and journals anyway. The idea is keep the information coming so that
you don’t forget.
Jerry Brown: You haven’t forgotten. You were a superb student. I was in charge of the PhD com-
mittee in the OR Department, and in 25 years, I believe, at the time, I had only admitted three peo-
ple from our own curriculum, and you were one of those three people. And I guess fortunately for
you and your career, you had other things you had to do.
Ron Route: Thank you for that, Jerry. Sorry it didn’t work out. I was disappointed. There was no
doubt about it. We had written a letter to the Chief of Naval Education requesting that I be
allowed to remain to do that. But I was going to sea. I found out that the guy who went to the PhD
program in OR that year was a classmate of mine from the Naval Academy. I don’t know what he
did in the Navy, but he did get out as soon as he could.
Jeff Kline: You finished your frigate department head tour with a follow-on weapons officer on a
cruiser in the early 1980s. What was your life like in Charleston?
Ron Route: I did a deployment to the Med aboard USS Wainwright. The group commander
embarked with us the entire deployment. Hammerin’ Hank. (Admiral Hank Mustin) It was
incredible.
Jeff Kline: Ensign Kline was on USS Moosbrugger for that deployment. We deployed together.
And Trip Barber was my department head. So there’s some names from the old world.
Ron Route: One night, I recall Admiral Mustin dreamed up this exercise. He sent ships 30þmiles
apart and then ordered them to close each other. The first one to get a star shell to illuminate the
other one won the game. Those of us who have been weapons officers know how unreliable the
rarely-fired star shell was. I pictured an errant star shell exploding on the deck of our ship—his
flagship!
Jeff Kline: After that tour, you went to the Joint Staff as an analyst for General Purpose Forces.
Can you tell us what that job entailed?
Ron Route: At the time it was called the Studies Analysis and Gaming Agency (SAGA) in the
Joint Analysis Directorate. We did not have the J8 organization at the time, but we were part of
that group. I was the Navy capabilities analyst and did a number of things. It was my first oppor-
tunity to work in a joint environment with Air Force guys. Mike Pandolfe was in the group. He
just wrote a book about Air Force aviators. We had a number of Marines. Some civilians. Our
director was Navy RADM Jim Seely. We did some crazy things, some of which I can’t tell you. It
was the first time I actually used a desktop computer terminal—it wasn’t on my desk—but there
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was a room you could go to on the Joint Staff that had the computer terminals. That was the first
time I wasn’t punching cards and putting them in the machine. I appreciated the convenience of
that more than you would know, remembering some long nights I had spent in the NPS computer
center.
Jeff Kline: That’s interesting that the Joint Staff was your first payback tour. What was your rela-
tionship with the Navy staff and their analysts at that time? Did you have any interchange?
Ron Route: I did. Annually, we were doing these gigantic wargames on the Joint Staff, and we
would bring the Service staff experts to participate in the wargame. Most of the guys I got to know
and to work with were primarily OP-96. It was their analytical group. I was learning to try to build
these Navy models and spent a lot of time out and about going to various places to gather data
and improve our simulations, because we had terribly poor capability data. We were trying to get
better data and better modeling to make the wargames more realistic. It did facilitate good interac-
tions for our wargames. Analytically, it didn’t count for much. But we tried to look at systems and
make it better.
Jeff Kline: How long were you there?
Ron Route: Two years.
Jeff Kline: Then you went to the USS Halsey as the executive officer (XO). Where was she
homeported?
Ron Route: She was in San Diego.
Jeff Kline: So you crossed coasts. Is there anything memorable about that tour? Did you deploy
to the Western Pacific?
Ron Route:We did not.
Jeff Kline: The XO’s tour is really challenging at times, because you were running the internal
part of the ship as well as the heavy admin duties that you have to relieve from the captain. We
can go back to that if you think of something. [Laughing] XO’s tours might not be that memorable.
Then you went back to the Pentagon. N-91, ship readiness. Did your background in data analy-
sis for your thesis help you with ship readiness?
Ron Route: Absolutely. We were looking for the common factors that made ship’s readiness bet-
ter and track the program. Our measure of effectiveness was “time free of C3 and C4 CASREPs”
(casualty reports), meaning what portion of the time was the ship substantially “ready.” So where
should we get data? Typical problem. Too much data here, not enough data there. How to organ-
ize and find?
Jeff Kline: We’re still struggling with that problem. Currently we have a Master of Systems
Analysis student who’s in charge of ship readiness. He is a distance learning student and he took
common factors affecting ship’s readiness as a project.
Ron Route: Beyond the analytical piece of it was the interaction with NPS. My N91 boss eventu-
ally took me out of the readiness shop and brought me up to be one of the P-coded guys in the
front office. That’s where I helped him directly; he was the senior Navy OR guy, the NPS opera-
tions research curriculum sponsor. My job included frequent contact with NPS and MORS for
him. That was a great opportunity.
Jeff Kline: So you were the liaison officer for MORS?
Ron Route: Yes. That’s when I was a MORS Director, but not for long. I was “loaned” TAD three
months to N80, the planning and programming guy. We were building the Program Objective
Memorandum (POM), and I worked assembling the POM. So everything that went into the POM,
the reading material, the charts and graphs, came through me to be the single voice of the POM
editor throughout the document. That got me to work with my new temporary boss, Navy
Captain Don Pilling, who later went on to be four stars and Vice Chief of Naval Operations
(VCNO). I learned a lot from him, although he was not a great supporter of NPS as an institution
(he was not a grad). His boss, RADM Mike Kalleres, was N80. As a Navy O-6 and Destroyer
Squadron Commander, he adopted the call sign “Lead Husky” and he developed a series of
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brevity codes called Husky Codes. One was Husky Code 106: “I like the beginning of your brief-
ing, and I like the end of it. Put them closer together.” [Laughing]
Jeff Kline: From that tour, you were selected to command, and you went to USS Dewey (DDG 45)
to take command. Tell us a little bit about that.
Ron Route: Dewey was a real challenge. It was a 1,200 pound steam engineering plant, and she
was old. She was commissioned in 1959. Her commissioning skipper was Bud Zumwalt. By the
way, we were able to get him to come to the ship and speak at the decommissioning ceremony at
the end of my tour. We were going to do a major propulsion exam. We were going to GITMO
(Guantanamo Bay) refresher training and deploy, and we were going to come home and do a
Board of Inspection and Survey (INSURV) inspection and decommission. All in about one year. It
was a challenge. Dewey was in pretty bad shape. We failed a number of the mobile training team
evolutions. In fact, while you are in the command pipeline, you try to ride your new ship for a pe-
riod. I picked up the ship in St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, for the return to Charleston. The engineer-
ing mobile training team was aboard. We never got past the safety checks. We did no drills
because we couldn’t pass the safety checks. So I knew that it was going to be tough to pass the pro-
pulsion exam and stay on track. We worked like crazy. Commodore Tony Colucci nicknamed my
ship “Stalag 45” because I was keeping people there and we were working hard, weekends when
we had to. We passed the PEB (the propulsion examination that all ships have to pass in order to
do more advanced training). We were getting ready for deployment. We had one last maintenance
availability before we went. We had lots of equipment, boilers that were torn apart, pumps and
other corrective maintenance activity. And here comes Hurricane Hugo. They sortied all the ships
from Charleston except us. I said, “We’re not going to throw all that together overnight and try to
go out and steam in front of a hurricane.” So we stayed alongside the pier and we survived the
hurricane. I have a number of regrets. One of them was that I kept my entire crew on board that
night, and we weathered the storm with general quarters set. Although that was all successful, we
could have done that smarter. I probably could have let a portion of the crew go out of town with
their families.
Jeff Kline: Having a full crew onboard, however, mitigated the risk of something catastrophic
happening. You ensured you had people that were prepared and present.
Ron Route: We did refresher training at GITMO. And this is another lesson that I learned. We
were off the coast of St. Croix. We were doing an ASW exercise. We had to launch the mini mobile
target, open up on that, and then close and gain contact and shoot the ASROC (antisubmarine
rocket) missile. We were having a hell of a time. Launching the target, getting open, trying to find
contact. We eventually did. We were about ready to fire. We radioed to the shore and said,
“Request green range.” And the folks ashore said, “Roger. Out.” They did not say, “Green Range.”
We took their answer to be “Yes” and we fired the ASROC, and that was all fine. But it turned out
that we were off the coast of the St. Croix airport. There could have been aircraft in the vicinity,
but we didn’t see any. The commodore who was riding with us at the time was absolutely livid.
He ordered us to do a JAG investigation on what we did. Later I was in my home in Charleston,
reading the draft report. The investigation had laid all this out. I thought, “This is it. How can you
trust me to go to sea on a ship and deploy when I can’t even maintain control of my weapons in
peacetime?” I did not blame anybody. I said, “This is my ship. We learned from this. We learned
and we knew what we had to do in the future.” Several weeks later, I got a call from the Surface
Force JAG. He said, “The admiral looked at your report and your endorsement and said you called
a spade a spade, and you’re off and ready to go.” And that was the end of it.
Jeff Kline: That’s the thing about our service. Once you lay it all out like you see it, then you
were rewarded. That’s great. After that command, you deployed again.
Ron Route: It was a Mid-East Force deployment, just three ships. The commodore rode us into
the Mediterranean and then he left. And I’ll never forget getting to the Strait of Hormuz around
midnight. It was my first time in there. There was something going on in the water. It was this
strange bioluminescence in the water around and under the ship. As we got closer, you make that
Brown et al. Military Operations Research Society (MORS) Oral History Project Interview of Vice Admiral Ronald A. Route
98 Military Operations Research, V26 N2 2021
first turn into the Strait, you could start to see the oil wells there with crude oil production flares.
It was an overcast night, and it seemed like we could be entering the Gates of Hell.
Jeff Kline: You’re not the first person to make that observation. [Laughing]
Then you did both destroyer squadron time and staff officer time after your command tour.
What were your jobs on the destroyer squadron and the group job?
Ron Route: On the destroyer squadron, I was the chief staff officer—the number two in com-
mand. I was only there a year, still working for Commodore Colucci. I went from there to the
group staff to be the surface operations. This was the second time I had deployed on the America
with COMCRUDESGRU TWO, once as a flag lieutenant for RADM Gordon Nagler and now sur-
face ops for RADM Doug Katz. I learned a great deal over both deployments. I got to know air
operations. I got to understand carrier flight deck operations. When I went to my group
Commander tour six years later, that previous deployment experience was invaluable. I don't
know how we can prepare anybody for that job any better than that, and how do you make room
for that time in today’s careers?
Jeff Kline: At the cruiser-destroyer group staff, you’re really at the operational level of war,
unless you’re on the tactical side of an actual engagement. Did any of your analytical work or ex-
perience help you out operationally?
Ron Route: Absolutely. And you come to realize that these people speak your language as well.
Sometimes it’s training for them, to learn about some of these finer details. Particularly on this
deployment, every day you could use OR.
Jeff Kline: Then you went back to the Pentagon as an executive assistant.
Ron Route: I did. I was Executive Assistant to Barbara Pope, the Assistant Secretary of the Navy
(Manpower and Reserve Affairs).
Jeff Kline: So here you were at the strategic level all of a sudden.
Ron Route: Sort of. “Tailhook” had recently occurred and Barbara Pope was energized about
what the Naval aviators had been doing. She had wanted to fire every single aviation skipper who
was at “Tailhook.” So we worked on good, common sense approaches and tried to follow through
on that. Meantime, E-ring experience in many other matters was also invaluable.
Jeff Kline: In that case, it was less strategic and more political.
Ron Route: I was in that assignment when selected for major command—USS Lake Erie. She was
at Pearl Harbor at the time.
Jeff Kline: Lake Erie was later one of our theater ballistic missile ships.
Ron Route: Yes. In fact, when I first got there, I had the ship for her first deployment. The guy
who was the CO had commissioned her in Bath, Maine, and transitioned her to her home port in
Hawaii. We had our change of command in Pearl Harbor. Our ship was the most advanced Aegis
baseline. We became the testbed for the SM-2 Block IV missile. We spent a lot of time off the coast
of the missile range in Kauai. “Father of Aegis” Admiral Wayne Meyer occasionally flew out and
spent some time on the ship, watching us shoot missiles. We were Wayne Meyer’s ship. His wife
had been the ship’s sponsor when she was built. Wayne would spend a couple of days, and he
would observe operations and conduct open forums on the deck with the sailors.
Jeff Kline: This was a real special time, because your ship and its test and evaluation of future
missiles provided the surface warfare community really with a whole new warfare area that was
uniquely theirs; that is, mobile sea-based ballistic missile defense. That must have been a fascinat-
ing tour.
Ron Route: It was. But don’t forget the anti-air warfare capability that was there too. SM-2 Block
IV. I used to joke about this. That new missile had about an 80-mile range. All the older Tartar mis-
siles, which were aboard the other cruisers, had a max range of 40 miles or so. I used to joke that
because I had the Terrier missiles on Dewey, Wainwright, and Halsey, finally I’m on a ship that had
a range that was equal to what I was used to. [Laughing]
Jeff Kline: From Lake Erie, it must have been a great tour, then you went to the Council on
Foreign Relations in New York City. Can you tell us about that?
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Ron Route: I was really blessed with that tour on Lake Erie. That’s where I was selected for flag.
It’s unusual for a flag-select captain to go to a Navy Federal Executive Fellowship. I spent most of
my time at the Council as a captain though, and when it was time to put on my first star, Admiral
Katz, who had been my battle group commander on USS America (second deployment), came to
New York. We had a very nice promotion ceremony in the ballroom of the Council’s headquarters
at Pratt House on Park Avenue. It was amazing, after the ceremony there were a number of coun-
cil senior people who knew foreign affairs and government really well that came up to me and
said, “You know, I didn’t realize you all take an oath to swear to defend the Constitution!”
Jeff Kline: From there, with your first star, you went to OPNAV N52, which is more of a political
job than an analytical job. Tell us a little bit about that.
Ron Route: That was really interesting. The Navy really did some perfect detailing, taking a guy
from the Council on Foreign Relations, and sending him to the Pentagon to have a chance to be
the primary international engagement advisor for the CNO. N52 has a branch for each of the major
areas around the world. We conduct Navy-to-Navy staff talks, sometimes in Washington, some-
times in the other country’s area. We did 14 of them while I was in that job. We helped organize,
promote and execute a CNO International Seapower Symposium. The symposium was at the
Naval War College: I was able to gain some knowledge of the War College before I got assigned
there later.
Jeff Kline: From that job, you were selected for Cruiser-Destroyer Group Two and your battle
group. Tell us a little bit about that experience.
Ron Route: George Washington was my flagship. She was in the Norfolk shipyard for over a year
for nuclear refueling. For the first part of my tour, I was like the CNO’s special project officer.
When he needed somebody to go do something, he called me and members of my staff. As an
example, in Laurel, Maryland, at the Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Lab, they had put
together an air warfare commander simulator, which was a mockup of a combat information cen-
ter in an AEGIS anti-air warfare (AAW) ship. It had the software to be able to generate AAW task
orders and actually do some simulation. So one of the things I had to do with my staff was to man
that module during a joint fleet exercise. Our job was to transfer the Joint AA warfare commander
operational responsibilities between the carrier and us. They didn’t have all this automated at the
time. And to transfer Joint Force Air Component Commander (JFACC) to the Marine Air Wing
(MAW) in Cherry Point, North Carolina. Which we did. Some of my staffers were liaisons at
Cherry Point helping the Marine general and his staff with this JFACC link-up and equipment.
Jeff Kline: It must have been fascinating to have the CNO call you up and have you do special
projects.
Ron Route: It was. It almost always involved OR. We always used that as a foot in the door to
ask better questions, understand what was needed and then how to do it.
Jeff Kline: Then, instead of returning to an OR job, you went to the dark side and went to finance,
OPNAV N80, to the programming and budgeting side. But you had experience in that shop before
developing the POM.
Ron Route: And, of course, N81 was still there, just down the hall. We worked together on a
number of things. It was an interesting time. We had put the POM together. As it is, budgets were
tight. Having done the analysis—remember Jim McCarthy, he was in N801. He now had the job
that Don Pilling had when I was first part of that group. We were actually thinking about taking
an amphibious ready group and maybe a carrier strike group out of commission to pay for what
we had and to be able to do the things that needed to be done. We were taking this presentation to
the CNO, Admiral Clark. It was the 11th of September 2001. I was walking from my office with
Jim McCarthy down from N8’s office. Mike Mullen was N8. We were heading to the CNO’s office,
and Mullen’s deputy, Susan Marquis, an SES, said, “Have you heard that an airplane hit a build-
ing in New York City?” We hadn’t. Then we were all thinking that it was bad weather or some-
thing. So we went in and we started laying out this briefing leading up to these hard decisions that
we were going to request from the CNO. In the middle of the brief, his red phone rang, and he
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picked it up, and not a word. He was kind of nodding his head. And then he put it down and he
said, “Another airplane has hit a building in New York City.” And we knew then that this was
something much more insidious. Before we could actually finish the briefing and get his answers
to our questions, an airplane hit our building, and we all evacuated. He never had to answer that
and make those decisions. It was a mess, as you could imagine. My office was actually behind the
yellow tape. We had guys in my office who were real heroes that day, putting their damage con-
trol training to work, getting out fire hoses and fire extinguishers, administering emergency medi-
cal treatment, and helping people get down to the ambulances. I was a Pentagon wedge away and
not part of any of that. Later that night, I had set up a phone tree with key people in my organiza-
tion. I think I was the only guy who had the recall bill at home. I had a copy in my briefcase, but it
was still in my office! It was about 10:00 at night when I got the final word from the final group
that everybody was okay.
Jeff Kline: That must have been good news.
Ron Route: What I learned from that—I tell this story at NPS—those of us in uniform, we signed
up for this. We knew there were going to be times when we were going to be put at risk. And we
were accepting that risk, but all of those civilians around us, this is not part of their contract. I
really admired their attitude, working and doing the things that needed to be done. I mean, what
choice is there? But still, they didn’t sign up for this. What the hell is this all about? It gave me a
whole new perspective on the value of our civilian workforce and the new era we were entering.
Jeff Kline: From that tour, you went to the Navy Warfare Development Command. We started a
personal relationship at that time, because I was your chair here at NPS. Was that a job that you
wanted to have and why?
Ron Route: It was not a job I was aware of until I got orders there. [Laughing] It was a terrific
place to be. I mean, the whole thing we did was analytical and operations research.
Jeff Kline: Tell us a little about the mission of the command and its contributions to the Navy.
Ron Route: One of the big things they did for the whole Navy was they managed the Navy’s
Lessons Learned Program. When ships are deployed for major exercises, they have to evaluate
things that went well; or if they didn’t go well, did they teach us a lesson. We were able to use that
to update doctrine. I like to tell, here I am at the Navy Warfare Development Command (NWDC),
I’m the guy that’s trying to develop and maintain the publications for the Navy. The first Allied
Tactical Publication (ATP) showed up on my desk, and I’m thinking this is like life back as a mid-
shipman, where we first learned about ATPs and tactics and maneuvering. Working with my staff
on how to make that publication ready to go, it became very apparent to me that Wayne Hughes
and his Fleet Tactics had played a big role in its ongoing development. It says it at the front of the
book, of course. We learned from him and his work and right away were able to integrate into the
doctrine.
Jeff Kline: While you were there, your staff provided many thesis topics to NPS, particularly in
tactics development. Interestingly enough, they used similar tools to what you used when you
were a student. A little bit faster simulation, a little bit smaller computers, in order to actually help
develop tactical memos that were being developed at NWDC. And from there, you were selected
for the Naval War College President. Admiral Spruance once said that was the one job he always
wanted. Was that something you wanted as well?
Ron Route: I had not given it much thought until later in my career. It turns out the NWDC at
the time was a one-star working for the President of the Naval War College, who was a two-star.
That was Rod Rempt. Our quarters were right across the street from each other on base. For over a
year, he included us in all the things that were going on at the War College. I didn’t know it at the
time, and he didn’t either, but he was giving me this really good preparation for actually taking
over from him.
Jeff Kline: We can’t talk a lot about the actual research and analytical processes used by the spe-
cial Naval War College groups like the Halsey and Gravely teams while you were the Naval War
College President. They continue to explore future concepts and missions enabled by new
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technologies. And NPS Operations Research still has a close relationship with those groups in
order to do analytical work. Anything else you want to share about the War College?
Ron Route: It was a tremendous opportunity, both in terms of the speakers that we attracted, the
conferences we hosted, the civilian faculty and the military faculty, and the students. We were
only there for a year, but we got to know them all. One story that sticks out in my mind will give
you the character of it. We had a group of international students there, as we do at NPS. Kip and I
went to the departure luncheon for the international spouses. And I’ll never forget, the Egyptian
spouse with tears in her eyes came up to Kip and said, “I don’t know how I’m going to tell my
friends at home that my best friend here was an Israeli.”
Jeff Kline: The U.S. Defense educational programs can act as the mutual and neutral ground for
new relationships.
Ron Route: That says so much about these international programs.
Jeff Kline: Interestingly enough, while you were in that job, you had an elective series called the
Joint Analysis for a Warfare Commander, a three-course series. Two of those courses were taught
by NPS OR faculty. While you were there, I was one of your adjunct faculty who flew into
Newport to teach that series of classes.
Ron Route: You were still flying then everywhere.
Jeff Kline: From there, you went to become the IG of the Navy. Can you talk a little bit about that
job?
Ron Route: It was not something I ever thought about much. I was at the Naval War College. We
had the Vice Chief, Mike Mullen, in to speak. I was riding with him in the car back to the airport,
and he said that he wanted me to come to Washington and be the IG. Again, this was no option.
You do what you’ve got to do, and I was proud to do it. It was not the normal way to get to three-
star. And we brought more analytics to the IG. Some of it was there already, but we learned how
to do it more and better while I was there. That was a tremendous opportunity. I remember early
in my time here at NPS, I looked back on my career, and in particular, the time at NWDC, at the
War College, and at the IG. I soon realized that that previous experience was necessary, but not
sufficient for success at NPS!
Bob Sheldon: From my experience in the Air Force, Air Force people are usually nervous when
the IG shows up. Did you put fear in the Navy officers’ hearts when you met with them?
Ron Route: I’m pretty sure I did, but I tried to become helpful to them. That was the whole idea.
When I was at the War College and Admiral Clark, the CNO, spoke at the change of command, he
told the audience that I was going to be the IG, and I was going to be the “Conscience of the
Navy.” And I got it. We were another set of eyes and ears for the SECNAV and the CNO, for them
to have a better understanding about how effective their programs were in the fleet and what we
would recommend to make them better. I thought that was a tremendous opportunity, to make
that contribution as the IG. I tried to make it as positive as I could. My cruiser, Lake Erie, was
named for the battle of Lake Erie in the War of 1812, where Commodore Perry flew the “Don’t
Give Up the Ship” flag. That was our battle flag. I had a full-size “Don’t Give Up the Ship” flag
mounted on the wall in our IG conference room. The idea was, don't forget about the Sailors and
the Navy and why you’re here. It was a tremendous opportunity.
Jerry Brown: Welcome to Monterey. How did you get selected for the NPS position?
Ron Route: I worked for about four years as a civilian for Burdeshaw Associates, a senior
defense consulting firm in Washington, DC. I was doing a lot of OR work for the studies we were
doing. I remember I was going to Denver with family over Thanksgiving and I was reading in the
daily CHINFO clips of the articles from the Monterey Herald about the IG inspection and firing the
President and the Provost. I sent an email to the CNO at the time, Admiral Jon Greenert. I said,
“I’m reading this stuff in the paper. If I can help you, let me know.” And the next week, I was in
his office. [Laughing] They had to hire a provost first. Initially, I was called into the SECNAV’s
office. I think it was supposed to have been an interview, but he was in fact offering me the posi-
tion. I wish I had been able to have a closer relationship with him, because I was not ever able to
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get in the door of the SECNAV after that. I would make the rounds of the Pentagon since I still
had all the old Secretariat buddies and N8 buddies who helped us tremendously in funding so
many things at NPS. A common theme from my commands was “Back to Basics.”How much time
to spend on “Back to Basics.” Not so much on Lake Erie, but certainly back to basics here at NPS.
Trying to make sure we had the foundation set right, and that people in Washington understood
what we were about.
Jerry Brown: If you think back, having been at sea and having practiced OR over your career,
you must have had some prior concept of what you faced, especially with all the bad news you
had received before you arrived. What was it that carried you through that? Was it what you
expected?
Ron Route: First of all, let’s remember that I parachuted in when we were in sequestration. I had
to get special permission from Washington to actually do a turnover with RADM Tighe. You may
recall that we had a ceremony that was planned that was cancelled because nobody was at work.
They weren’t even getting paid. It was a double whammy. I think what helped me greatly was
being able to work alongside people that I had known for years: Don Gaver, Dick Elster, Jeff Kline,
Dan Boger, Wayne Hughes, Jerry Brown, . . . I had been here intermittently before and that helped
me understand the perspective of what was going on. I knew there was great faculty here, a lot of
talent. I knew the students were appreciative of being here. I had been one myself. “I’m not
deployed. I’m not standing duty. I’m devoting 100% of my time to my studies and my family—
getting reacquainted.” A common thread that we see with all these folks, and to be part of that,
understanding what the business was, and then trying to understand what we needed to do to get
to work after Washington got it figured out. The things I railed against were the IG and the inspec-
tion results section and the people in Washington, particularly on the bean counter side, who were
asking, “Why are you doing all that research?” Part of it is because a significant majority of the
research funding is reimbursable; and reimbursable means that the accounting is more difficult.
But it is still worthwhile to do. This is a graduate institution. Our professors are required to do
research to maintain their credentials, and to bring that research and results into the curricula.
Relevant research for the Navy and the Department of Defense (DoD).
Jerry Brown: That was one of the most shocking results of the IG report: saying research was
interfering with education.
Ron Route: The other claim was about the other services and international students. The other
services primarily come to NPS and they pay their way. I’m not talking about naval officers. I’m
talking about Air Force and Army and DoD civilians. They bring so much to the education envi-
ronment. They bring this real-world experience into the classroom. I don’t want to disparage other
analytic organizations throughout the Navy and throughout the country, but to have that fresh
blood, people who have been out there doing it, and then come to NPS, get some education, and
can then apply that.
Jerry Brown: There’s a lot of burning ambition.
Ron Route: Hopefully, we are sending them back with that same burning ambition to be critical
thinkers and to help the Navy and the other services do better. And to see something, say
something.
Jeff Kline: Your observation about the other services, the Army and the Air Force, and a couple
of Coast Guard students coming in. I like to say that NPS is one of those places where you get a
joint technical education. That is, you get a Navy lieutenant asking an Air Force captain, “What is
the bandwidth of the B-2?” because they’re setting up a joint concept of employment.
Ron Route:Not only that, but afterward, he can call that guy back.
Jerry Brown: I taught the first two sections of the antisubmarine warfare curriculum. It was
astonishing to see the students getting to know each other because they’d never known what each
other did before. These guys fly airplanes, those drive ships, searching for subs, and these other
guys drive subs trying to keep from getting located. A lot of education took place in the classroom
and in our Trident Room (bar).
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Ron Route: I’ve told this story a lot. The first Army officer I ever knew was a student at NPS. The
first Marine I ever got to know—same thing. Some of these guys, we’ve stayed in touch our whole
career. I’m reminded of a Defense Analysis luncheon where the students are getting ready to grad-
uate. We have this luncheon and some speakers. We were having trouble with what went wrong
with terrorists in Africa (Boko Haram). And there was some discussion about maybe sending
NATO special forces to Africa to help deal with this. At my table were three Norwegian Army
captains who could very well be the guys who were going to go do this. And to reflect on this op-
portunity to have this discussion with each other and to really prepare them for working with
other countries, it’s just an incredible experience.
Jerry Brown: Can you tell us what your biggest frustration was?
Ron Route: I think I’ve already talked about the frustration with the people in Washington who
did not understand the value of graduate education, and what both the research and the relation-
ship here is all about.
Jerry Brown: We have a constant tension. People at NPS in the education business of OR versus
Navy training. It’s hard to differentiate between these and reconcile them to many leaders.
Ron Route: They are. That was a major theme throughout: that training is not education; educa-
tion is not training. I learned this at the Naval War College. You train for what you know. You
educate for what you don’t know.
Jerry Brown: What was your biggest success?
Ron Route: Personal relationships, which were very satisfying. I’m very satisfied taking us off
the front page of the “who done its” back in Washington and to try to get back to normal. To get
the new SECNAV out here, to show him what we were doing, and to bring him on board with
what we could do. I know he had some inklings of that to begin with. He had a very open mind
and he understood. He understood the value of graduate education, and in the first 15 months he
was here four times. The previous Secretary had not been here at all.
Bob Sheldon: Let me backtrack now to your first involvement with MORS. You were on the
MORS Board of Directors from 1987 to 1988. How did you find out about MORS, and when did
you first attend a MORS symposium (MORSS)?
Ron Route: My first attendance was here in Monterey. My memory of my first MORS activity, I
think, was a MORS Board of Directors meeting. My boss in Washington had sent me there because
he couldn’t come. I suppose technically he was the Director. I remember a reception meeting in
the La Novia room in Herrmann Hall in 1988.
Bob Sheldon: What were your impressions of MORSS? Did you sit in some working group ses-
sions and other activities?
Ron Route: I did. I sat through some presentations and interactions with the OR folks here. I did
not come to fully appreciate MORS until much later in my career when I saw what all of you were
doing. I think when I was there earlier, not all the services were participating. We didn’t have the
Coast Guard and the Department of Homeland Security sponsorship yet, and that’s all grown up.
When I was getting ready for my speeches to MORS in the past, that gave me the opportunity to
learn where the organization was, what it was doing, and what potential it had. I think that we
need to see how we can reach out and bring people to understand it better. And having the sym-
posium here, that would be very helpful.
Jerry Brown: One of the distinguishing things about MORS to those of us who are members and
participate is that it’s about the only venue that I can think of that has a secret-level compartment.
All kinds of people and no intel. Anybody can talk about anything that’s on their mind. I have
made more contacts and got involved in more trouble than in any other organization.
Ron Route: This is the last thing I did. I started working with the National Academy of Sciences
while I was still the President of NPS. We did not finish up the study until—in fact, it was just pub-
lished in January of this year. The idea was the National Academy had been asked by the Office of
Naval Research, tell us what is uniquely naval research that we need to make sure we plan for,
otherwise nobody will do it. A good part of our curricula! Many of our curricula are Navy
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things—sound and water, propellers, ship hull forms, how you construct Naval vessels that with-
stand damage; and we depend on it. The University of Michigan and the University of Hawaii
have some very strong programs. But we need to work together and recognize the unique research
requirement of the Navy.
Jerry Brown: We had a sister organization from the National Research Council looking at mili-
tary postgraduate education in OR. They looked at various schools—Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Stanford, and so forth. When faculty from these schools came here, it was pretty clear
that we looked like we were very expensive. It might be one of the most expensive sets of curricula
on the planet. In three days, these visitors said, “We couldn’t do what they do.” (What I’m looking
at is a 2019 report from the National Academies titled “Toward New Naval Platforms: A Strategic
View of the Future of Naval Engineering.”)
Bob Sheldon: Since you retired as President of NPS, what kinds of hobbies have you picked up?
Are you still actively involved in some of the NPS activities? Or are you spending more time play-
ing your trumpet?
Ron Route: I have a number of people who are trying to convince me to spend more time playing
the trumpet.
Jeff Kline: And you recently went to Paris.
Ron Route: Yes, and we toured the WWII Normandy beaches.
Bob Sheldon: Do you have some preferred pleasure reading and professional reading you like to
keep up on?
Ron Route: Yes. Of course, re-reading Wayne Hughes’ books. I have been a fan of Umberto Eco
for years, and I haven’t picked up one of his books in a while, but I would like to do that. There’s
Admiral Jim Stavridis, who has written a couple of really fine books.
Jeff Kline: He was N3/5 when he came out several times because he was a program sponsor for
the NPS National Security Affairs programs.
Ron Route: I use him as an example, not just for graduation speeches, but for informal meetings
with students to encourage them to write. I first knew about Jim Stavridis when he was a lieuten-
ant writing a series of articles for the Naval Academy Shipmate Magazine. It was called “An Ocean
Away.” Here I was, a few years senior to him. I was a lieutenant commander and I was looking at
these articles and I thought, “Who is this guy?” You’ve got some great ideas, why aren’t we hear-
ing more. And we just heard more and more. The idea is, you’ve got this education now, when
you get back to sea, start keeping that journal and tell us what you think. We have a number of
students who have done that. And that’s exactly what we need to do. Keep our people thinking
about this. You won’t always be right, but just start the conversation. It’s important.
Bob Sheldon: That about wraps it up. Do you have any parting shots?
Ron Route: I very much appreciate this opportunity. I have been very fortunate throughout my
career, both in my shore and in my ship assignments, the people I got to work with over that time.
And to be able to talk with you and maybe encourage some of the MORS membership to continue
to read and to think and to write and to put their education to work. That’s important.
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